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October 1, 2008
The City of Redwater has been notified by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) that the water this system supplies has exceeded the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for total trihalomethanes (TTHM’s) as set in the commission’s Drinking Water Standards.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) sets national standards for drinking water and has established the maximum level for TTHM’s at 0.080 milligrams per liter (mg/L).  Compliance with this level is based on a running annual average of quarterly sample results.  The City of Redwater’s running annual average for quarter 2 of 2008 was 0.088 mg/L.
Trihalomethanes are a group of volatile organic compounds that are formed when chlorine, added to the water during the treatment process for disinfection, reacts with naturally-occurring organic matter in the water.
Some people who drink water containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over many years may experience problems with their liver, kidney, or central nervous systems, and may have an increased risk of getting cancer.

When EPA establishes the maximum contaminate level for a chemical that is known or suspected to cause adverse health effects from long-term exposures, it assumes that two liters of water containing the chemical at the maximum level are consumed each day for 70 years.  The limit is set at a level at which the estimated cancer risk cannot exceed a one in ten thousand probability and may be lower.  Water with higher levels of the chemical would have a proportionately greater risk.

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has advised the water system that there is no immediate health risk from consuming the water.  Failure to meet this standard does not mean that the water is unsafe or that alternate sources of water should be used.
The City of Redwater buys treated water from Texarkana Water Utilities.  Texarkana Water Utilities completed treatment changes at its water treatment plants to correct the trihalomethane problem in June 2008.  Test results show the problem has been corrected and Texarkana anticipates no further excursions or notification due to trihalomethanes.  

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those who may not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses).  You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.

If you have any questions concerning this notice, you may contact City Hall at 903-671-2775.

























